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Commissioner for Patents 

The Reply Uriel" filed Feb. 12, 2008 is noted. The main argument is that the phrase "Enabling one or more users to declare and 
associate" in the first step or element are considered as the "acts of declaring and associating" are "functional actions" and not merely 
descriptive of the "information" in the same step on page 4, 2"^* and 3'^'' full paragraphs, is not persusaive for the following reasons: 

1 ) The slep/elemcnt begins with the term "Enabling" which means (1) to make able or (2) to provide with means or opportunity 
(to do something) or (3) to make possible or effective (Webster's Dictionary, 3"' College Edition, 1988) or the system inherently 
enable one or more user to do the following tasks or activities, such as lo declare and to associate". The system provides the user with 
a capacity or means to do something or carry out a task. It's not posilix c clear w hether the user carries out the task or not after being 
enabled. The step/element does not call for "one or more users declaring and associating infonnation with, as being argued on 
pages 4-5. In other word, the limitations being argued of "the acts of declaring and associating" are not positively cited in the 
independent claims 1 or 14 or 25. 

2) The results of the frist 2 steps in independent claims 1 and 14 and 25 are information stored in a database and how they are 
generated appear to be non-fimctional descriptive materials since the first step calls for "enabling a user to do something" and the 
second step calls for "storing the information" which fiinctions as declared information and assoicated information". Clearly the term 
"declared information" and "associated information" are non-fimctional descriptive materials on the information and should not have 
any patentable weight. Furthermroe, the information in Tang are also being considered as being "declared" and "associated" so it can 
be used to carry out the monitoring and associating and notifying other user steps. 

The Examiner's Rejections and arguments in the Appeal Brief submitted on 12/12/07 is maintained in view of the additional 
examiner's responses above and the case is forwarded to the BPAI for a decision. 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3689 
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